Biodata of Dr Gopinath Panigrahi
(27 February 19245 December 2008)
(to be finalised for his work during the final few years of his life)

Name:Dr. Gopinath Panigrahi, B.Sc. (Hons.) (Utkal), M.Sc. (Allahabad), Ph.D. (Leeds),

FBS, FLS (London), FIFS, FAST

Designation ExJoint Director & Emeritus Scientist, Botanical Survey of India (BSI)
Howrah, Calcutta, India.

Final ResidenceA 13/3, Kalindi Housing Estate, Calctt@089, INDIA.
Appointments held
(a) Lecturer in Botany, Ravenshaw College, Ckitt@rissa Education Service, from July

1948 to July 1956.

(b) Systematic Botanist, Botanical Survey of India (BSI), Government of India, from
August 1956 to December 1959.

(c) Regional Botanist, BSI, from December 1959 to December 1972.

(d) Regional Banist/Indian Liaison Officer at Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England,
United Kingdom (UK) from December 1972 to December 1975.

(e) Deputy Director, Special/Headquarters, BSI, Howrah, from January 1976 to June
1977, of Central National Herbarium, Howratorh June 1977 to July 1978.

(f) Joint Director, Central Botanical Laboratory, from July 1978 to to February 1982
(superannuated).

(g) Emeritus Scientist, BSI from 1 March, 1982 to 28 February, 1987.

Training Received
(a) h_India

Research Training grlant ecology at Jaipur under the auspices of UNESCO in December

1958, for 3 weeks.

(b) Abroad

Research training and experience in cytotaxonomy of ferns and angiosperms at the
University of Leeds, U.K., from May, 1952 to August 1954, leading to thel advtre
Ph.D degree in 1954 under the supervision of late Prof. I. Manton, F.R.S.



Research experience in plant nomenclature and revisionary studies at the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, U.K. for 3 years: 1973, 1974, and 1975.

Distinctions, eg Scholarshifgeputation/advance increments
He has all along been a schlolarship holder from Matriculation onwards and won the
following scholarships:

(i) State scholarship for two years for having stéadctin the Matriculation
examination of Patna University 1942;

(i) Peck Memaorial scholarship for 2 years of the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack, for
distinction gained in the 1.Sc. examination of Utkal University in 1944;

(iif) PostGraduatie scholarship of the Government of Orissa during M.Sc. study in 1947,

(iv) Study leave scholar of the Government of Orissa by relaxation of Rules 180 and 181
of the Orissa Education Code in the public interest for higher traini@yiogeneticén
the UK, for 2 years (19510954);

(v) Granted 6 advanced increments in the tiseale of the Lecturer in Botany for
obtaining Ph.D. degree in 1954 from a British University (Leeds);

(vi) Appointed on deputation by the Government of India for one and half years with the
Second Secretary status of the Indian High Commission, Londoacé@mber 1972 at

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, U.K., adridean Liaison Officeand thereafter,

promoted to the First Secretary status, in consideration of his high scientific career, in
August 1974 till December 1975;

(vii) Appointed as Deputy DireatdBSI, Howrah, in January 1976, on return from U.K.,
and was assigned a special job teorganise the Central National Herbarium (CAL), BSI,
Howrah on modern lines after the pattern of the Kew Herbarium (K);

(viii) Topped the list amongst 11 officersarviewed for the post of Director, BSI, in
December 1976, and was issued a special invitation to compete for the said post again
in December 1977, by the UPSC when the time scale of pay of Director was modified
and the post was readvertised,;

(ix) Awardednerit increment in the post of Joint Director, BSI, in July, 1978;

(x) Officiated in the post of Director, BSI, for 3 weeks in 1979, when the then Director
proceeded on leave.

Experiences: (teaching, research and administration)



(i) Taught Botany to #11.Sc., B.Sc. (Pass), B.Sc (Hons) and M.Sc. students of the
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack, from July, 1948 to July 1956, except for the two years on
study leave in the UK for the Ph.D. degree;

(i) Acted as an examiner in Botany of a number of universitiésdia, viz. Berhampur,
Utkal, Sambalpur, Calcutta, Kalyani, Burdwan, \/Btarati and Allahabad;

(iif) Researched on cytogenetics, hybridisation of fern species and taxonomy of ferns and
angiosperms between 1952 and 1954 in the UK, and between 1953369 in India;

(iv) Researched on vegetation, floristocs and phytogeography of the Indian flora in
general, and of Eastern India and Central India in particular, from August 1956 to to
date.

(v) Conducted monographic/revisionary researches on the tibtadia, at Kew, U.K.
over three years, 1973975, and in BSI, Howrah, from January 1976 until he left for
heavenly abode;

(vi) Acted as External Examiner of M.Phil, Ph.D. theses of the Universities of Pune,
Lucknow, Utkal, Berhampur, Sardar Ballavai Bhaand), Bombay, Kalyani, Burdwan
and ViswaBharati (Santiniketan);

(vii) Was Visiting Fellow/Visiting Professor/Guest Lecturer under the UGC schemes in
the Utkal University in 1979, Nagpur University in 1980, Regional Training Institute,
Bhubanseswamni 1981 and of Berhampur University in 1984, and again in 1988.

(viii) Editorial Board member of thiournal of Tropical Plant Science Research, New
Delhi and referee for a number of journals includi@grrent Sciengéndian Journal of
Forestry Indian ern JournalProceedings of National Academy of Science, Allahabad
Journal of Bangladesh Botanical Society, DhakdPlant Science Research

(ix) Administrative: as Head of Office of the Eastern Circle, BSI, Shillong, and of the
Central Circle, BSl,lathabad, between 1956 and March 1957, and again between
December 1959 to December 1972; of the Central Botanical Laboratory, and Central
National Herbarium (CAL), BSI, between June 1977 and February 1982, until
superannuation.

Field exploration, and colletion of flora:

Toured various parts of the Eastern India and Central India between August 1956 and
December 1972, and collected more than 20,000 field numbers of plants; these are
deposited in ASSAM, CAL, BSA and K, amongst several other herbaria |tditn amd
Europe. The maximum duration of the field tours was limited to 30 days at any one
time.



President/Chairman/Member of Learned Societies
(i) Elected President, Orissa Botanical Society, Bhubaneswar, in 1983, and delivered an
address entitled, 'Mcrosystematics of Angiosperms’, in November 1983;

(ii) Elected President, Indian Fern Society, Patiala, for two years of 1993 and 1994;

(i) Elected Fellow of the Linnean Society, London (FLS), in 1973; of the Indian Fern
Society (FIFS) in 1992; oétiWest Bengal Academy of Science and Technology (FAST) in
1991; of the Indian Botanical Society in 1962 (FBS);

(iv) Elected as a member of the Sectional Committee of the Botany Section, Indian
Science Congress at Roorkee in 1961, and again at Myso882n 1

(v) Acted as Chairperson of several symposia at the national level organised by the

Indian Science Congress/Indian Botanical Congress, and in several universities/UGC, and
in the 8th biennial session of the Bangladesh Botanical Society, Dhakagim ¢

1994;

(vi) A Life Member of the Systematic Association, British Isles, UK; of the International
Association of Plant Taxonomists (IAPT), Netherlands; of the Indian Botanical Society; of
the International Society of Plant Morphologists, of the Imd&ociety of Genetics and

Plant Breeding, of the Botanical societies of Orissa, West Bengal, and Bangladesh,
amongst others;

(vii) A member of the Advisory Committee of the Regional Plant Science Centre,
Bhubaneswar, since its inception in 1984; a memife¢he Expert Committee appointed
by the Government of Orissa to finalise a report on the conservation of the Mangrove
ecosystem of Bhittarkanika, Orissa:@oted as a member of the House of Committee
on Environment, Orissa Assembly, over a period ofdsyaintil 1990.

Participation in International/National/Regional Conferences, Seminars, Symposia
Internationat

(i) Seminar on speciation in plants, held under the auspices of the Botanical Society of
the British Isles, London, in April 1954, and laipgy entitled Calthain the British Flora'
was published ifspecies studies in British Fl¢ed. Lousley, J.E.) London: 10I0.

1955;

(i) 8th International Botanical Congress, Paris, in July, 1954, as a delegate of the Utkal
University, Cuttack, andatributed two papers orCyclosoruparasiticuscomplex and
Asplenium aethiopicuraomplex were published in the Section 9 et 10:8% 1954;

(iif) 12th International Botanical Congress, Leningrad, as a delegate of the Government
of India, in JuBAugust,1975, and his paper on 'Computaided chorology of Indian
grasses' was published in the Proceedings of the Congress;



(iv) Participated in the 14th International Botanical Congress, Berlin, iAdglyst,

1987, as a delegate of the Government of OrESENSA, New Delhi and his paper on'
Evolutionary trends and phytogeography of the Indian Rosaceae' was published and a
poster exhibition was presented. His contribution in the Nomenclature Section was
published inEnglerad: 33, 103, 118 (1989) and wherdie questioned the wisdom of

and voted against the official resolution on Registration of names. It is a comfort to
record that the official resolution was not only rejected by the Berlin Congress, but also
subsequently in the Tokyo Congress in 1993;

(v)international Symposium on Tropical ecology held at Varanasi in January 1967,

(vi) International conference on Electronic Data Processing (EDP) held under the
auspices of NATO at Kew in July, 1973;

(vii) International Symposium on the Biology of the &&amete, Cambridge,
September 1973, and on conservation of Nature held in September 1975 under the
auspices of NATO at Kew, England;

(viii) Delivered the keynote address in the 8th Biennial Botanical Conference held in
Dhaka in December 1994, and hisktah 'Economic Plants excluding medicinal plants'
(in press);

National/Regional

(i) Summer School in Botany, Darjeeling, in June 1960, and his two papers on
Cytotaxonomy of fernand on theOrchidaceaén India were published in the
Proceedings in 1962;

(i) Autumn School of Botany held under the auspices of UGC at Mahabaleshwar in
November 1966; his paper @chizaeavas published in the Proceedings;

(iif) Recent Advances in Plant Sciences, Delhi University in December 1968, and again in
October, 1972at Jodhpur in October 1983; at Pallamkottai, Tamil Nadu in October,

1991; in Utkal University in February, 1994; at Viswa Bharati in October 1987 and again
in 1991, etc. etc;

(iv) Several symposia held under the auspices of the Botany Section of Suikete
Congress, held at Madras (1958) at Bombay in 1960, at Roorkee in 1961, at Cuttack in
1962, at Chandigarh in 1966, at Varanasi in 1977, at Mysore in 1982 and at Tirupati in
1983.

(v) Several symposia held under the auspices of the India Bot&ucadty between
1955 and 1994 and those organised by the Palaeobotanical Institute, Lucknow (1980),



Botanical Society, Bengal, Calcutta, Orissa Botanical Society, Bhubaneswar and Orissa
Environmental Society, One World Foundation and The Universe, Cudtaekc.

Research Publications

He has published more than 300 scientific papers between 1951 and 1995. Of these,
more than 80 papers are published in journals outside India, su@pasies studies in

British Flora, Londof1955),Proc. Leeds PhilooS(1954),Proc. Linn. Soc. London
(1958),Nature(1961),American Fern Journdfl963, 1965, 1993J,axon(1967, 1975,

1977, 1979, seq. 198733 papers)Kew Bull (1974, 1975, 197613 papers)Notes Roy.

Bot. Gard, Edinburgh (1975Blumea(1984),Journ. Jap. Bot., Toky®983, 1984) and
Phytologia(1974, 1975, 1976). His publications (in which as many as six scientists from
U.S.A and U.K. are associated as joint authors) have been referred to by many scientists,
both in India and abroad (cf Saldan&aNicholson, 1976; Nicolson et al., 1988).

Salient findings
He established ragus roxburghii Panigas a new species in 1974 to repldceiflorus
(Roxb.) Schult., nom. llleg. (cf. Bor, 1960, 197@-vis Saldanha & Nicolson, 1976).

He establishe@ new Familyl'ectariacead’anigr. (1986) to replackspiciaceadett. et
Frank, nom. illeg. and two new geneBxrachycaulo®ixit and Panigr. (1981) (Rosaceae)
andParahemionitis arifoligN. Burm.) Panigr. replaces the old World taxdamionitis
arifolia (N.Burm.) T. Moore.

He selected the lectotypes for several taxa: the one invol@pgmnogramma
calomelanowaraureoflavaHook, (1862) changed the entire concept of Pteridologists
all the world over (cf Tryon, 1962 and TryetrTryon, 1982).

His seledbn of Faure646-bis (P) as the lectotype éfspidium jaculosur€hrist (1904) in
1975, was accepted by Holttum (1976).

He revisedsoeted.. in India (cf. Jermy, 19908petes bilaspurensBanigr. (1981) has
been confirmed as a good species by Raral. (1993) through their SEM study of
spores.

He resuscitatedPolypodium griffithiFee (1852) and transferred it helypteris
Schmidel a§. griffithiana(Fee) Panigr. (1975).

He identified the West Himalayan taxon known to datdgdazium polypodides
auctt. asD. fieldingianun{Kunze) Panigr. (1975).

His hybridisation of a number of cytological types witByclosorus parasitica®mplex
(Panigrahi & Manton, 1958)splenium aethiopicuraomplex (Panigrahi, 1963),
Aleuritipteris farinosa&omplex Panigrahi, 1962) andryopteris villaricomplex
(Panigrahi, 1965), yielded significant new data to view the taxonomy of these taxa in



new light and also to postulate the origin and migration of flora between Africa and
India. Prof. R.E. Holttum (1976) atsuki (1965) and A.R. Smith (1990) have referred to
the work done orCyclosoruss significant with regard to dominance and recessiveness
of several characters. Discovery of a tetraploid cytotyperyopteris villarsicomplex

has led taDryopteris submatana (FraserJenkins & Jermy) Fraséenkins being

described as a new amphidiploid species in the European flora.

Cytotaxonomic studies in Indidolypodiaceadave enabled him to postulate a
hypothesis (Panigrahi & Patnaik, 1963) to explain the lowgreage and grade of
euploidy as due to its epiphytic habit, contrary to Manton's (1953) and Mehra's (1961)
postulate on the subject of evolutionary trends amongst the tropical/subtropical ferns.
Bir (1973) and Sota (1973) have referred to this hypothadissir critical reviews of
recent advances in the cytological evolution of ferns.

His scientific researches have also led to:

(1) Theorising the mechanism of photoperiodic reaction and his proposing a formula
confirms and extends the one advanced by E&fggory, FRS (1948) (cf. Samantrai &
Panigrahi, 1954a);

(2) Synthesising 13 Fybrids in 4 fern genera (an achievement in itself judged against

the chances of sefertilisation in a fern prothallus bearing both antheridia and
archegonia) and which doohlend themselves to emasculation and, therefore, ensure
seltfertilisation) and meiotic analysis of these hybrids, have led him to postulate:

(a) superdominance of the male genome inhybrids ofCyclosorus parasitica®mplex

- an adaptation of Fischi&r(1918) superdominance of geaéiele theory and to explain
the phenomena of heterosis, patrocliny and reproductive precosis (Panigrahi, 1962,
1992).

(b) Asplenium aethiopicur(i2n) from Madeira as an old polyploid complex involving
several stages of lhyidisation and chromosomdoubling from seven putative diploid
cytotypes (all presumably extinct and untraced) in the fieledaqolate (Panigrahi, 1963).
Braithwaite (inBotanical Journ. Linn. Spbondon (93: 34378. 1986) observes that
Panigrahi's 12plant from Madeira is morphologically different from his 12n cytotype
from South Africa, which he nam@splenium aethiopicuresp.dodecaploideum

Braithw. and the 12n plant from Madeira is morphologically similar to the 8n plant from
South Africa and Skiankalndia identified withAsplenium aethiopicur{fBurm.) Becher.
ssp.aethiopicum Asplenium furcatuirthumb.), a cytotaxonomist's paradox indeed.

(c) Operation of complementary gene system for producing geiddiow ceraceous
covering on fronds in theqBn hybrid, an experimentally produced apogamous taxon in

Aleuritopteris farinos@omplex (Panigrahi, 1962b).

(d) Probable ancestral parentage of several amphidoploid taxa.



3. Establishing the basic chromosome numbers in several genera Bbthpodiaeae
(Panigrahi & Patnaik, 1961, and Patnaik & Panigrahi, 1963); Fuchs (1963) reviewed the
paper inNature(1961), inAmer. Fern.b3 (1963) and paid glowing tribute to the

authors;

4. Computeranalysis of 934 species of Indian grasses (Clayton & Plainit®a4)

established as many as seven endemic centres in the Indian Region, with 41% of species
endemics; by the methods of cluster analysis and with the aid of 13 maps and a diagram
based on Peter's ranking method, floristic relationships of the Indiassgflora with

one or the other of 25 floristic regions delimited in the Old World, excluding the 14

areas in the Indian Region, were worked out. New evidence from computer studies was
utilised to support Wagner's heory of Continental Drifand to inclide the Khasi
NagalandManipur hill ranges and the Himalayas in the Holarctic Kingdom, although

Good (1974) included these areas in the Palaeotropical Kindgom (cf. Takhtajan, 1986,
Panigrahi, 1994).

5. Revision of several genera, Wtyrogramma Thelygeris (ferns),Adenostemma
DalhouseaChlorphytum orchidastrurmomplex,Plantagop.p. andToona(all
angiosperms) at Kew and dfaplanthodesand Leptacanthusat Howrah, was
completed.

6. In collaboration with his wife, Smt. S.G. Panigrahi (1977), thegtablished Parkin's
(1914) views on the theory of evolution of inflorescences and suggesting that the
solitary axillary flower is the most primitive structure, from which the cymose
(monotelic) and racemose (polytelic) inflorescences could have evavéshst within
the familyLythraceae Merril and Metcalfe, who had the occasion to read through the
manuscript, agreed thdtythraceaeappear to unique in this respect.

Supervision and guidance of researches in diverse fields

In addition to supervisioand guidance of researches done by a large body of
Scientific/Herbarium Assistants associated with him during 1956 to 1982, as evidenced
by several joint papers published during this period (see list of papers published), he
supervised and guided researchef Research Scholars, 10 of whom have been awarded
Ph.D. degrees by the universities of Utkal (1965), Calcutta {1982), Berhampur

(Ganjam) (1986, 1990), Sambalpur (1989, 1990) and Bihar (Muzaffarpur, 1993), on wide
ranging subjects, viz. cytotaxonoraf/the Polypodiciaceaef Eastern India (S.N.

Patnaik); Flora of Bilaspur district, M.P. (S. Krishna Murti); Revision of the family
Rosacea@ India (B.K. Dikshit, K.M. Purohit, Chhabi Ghora, and Arvind Kumar); Flora of
OrissaPolypetalagS.C. Mishraand MonocotyledongA.K. Dubey); Flora of Koraput
District, Orissa (P.K. Das) and Pteridophytic flora of the Tirap District, Arunachal Pradesh
(Sarnam Singh).

Books published and edited



(i) Flora of Bilaspur District, M.ih two volumes (1989, 1996) wiDr S.K. Murti as a

joint author. This publication deals with more than 800 species belonging to some 500
genera assigned to 125 families, in a seavisionary format and sets out a new
standard in floristic research, since they cite original (protoldgaéerences to the

names of the families and genera and refer to the types/lectotypes in respect of all of
them, and in many cases, also to the types/lectotypes of species dealt with. They deal
with the medicinal/economic uses of the plants collected anavide a detailed
classification of geological structure, vegetational types including a special chapter on
hydrophytes and nomenclature. The volume 1 has been reviewed appreciativeiymn
Bulletinand Blumea(1993).

(if) The family Rosaceae Jussnidid, sensu lato(Revisionary studies on 23 of the 37
genera). Vol. 1 (1991) with Dr K.M. Purohit as a joint author and Vols. 2, 3, and 4 with
Chhabi Ghora, Arvind Kumar and B.K. Dikshit, respectively, as joint aukois. 2 and

3 was due for release January 1995 and Vol. 4 was in press) in a revisionary format.
They describe a new genBsachycaulo®ixit and Panigr. (1981), a new sgénus,
Geniculohirtistyli$anigr. and Purohit and 23 new species/varieties and 26

'microspecies'; a large numbef new combinationsdomb nov) and nomen novanpm.

nov) are made; they discuss several problems of intricate nomenclature, discuss the
theoretical basis of recognising several taxonomic categories, concept of microspecies in
obligate apomicts, and outlenthe distribution and evolutionary trends within the

family, utilising the entire gamut of evidence from fossil history, cytology, anatomy and
phytochemistry. The Vol. 1 bears a FOREWORD from Prof. K.R. Robertson, lllinois, USA,
and Vol. 2, a FOREWORDfrBrof. C. Kalkman, Netherlands. Vol. 1 has been reviewed

in Blumea Bot. Journ. Linn. Soc., Londand inKew Bulletinvery appreciatively. While
Vaughan (1993) recommends that every institution in the world interested in the flora

of India, must possesa copy, Kalkman (1993) considers that it should serve as a model
for Regional Revisionary Research.

Roseaceduss. s. lat. is split up into three famili€yrsobalanaceaR. Br.,
Neuradacead.ink andRosaceaduss., s. str. and within the last oneyfeubfamilies/22
tribes are recognised.

(ii) Pteridophytic flora of the Tirap District, Arunachal Pradesh

Vol. 1 and Vol. 2, with Sarnam Singh as a coauthor, which deals with 305 species, all
excellently illustrated, with several photographs of typesimens/authentic

specimens, was in press. Late Prof. K.U. Kramer of Zurich wrote a FOREWORD for these
volumes being published by M/S Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh, Dehra Dun. 50 new
species are described from this area of imnmense phytogeographicat#ie

(iv) Flora of Orissa (Polypetalae & Monocotyledons)

The modern Orissa state has no FLORA of its own. To remove this lacuna in the study of
the flora of Orissa, two volumes, one dealing with Baypetalaecomprising 850 spp.

and the other with tle Monocotyledonsvith about 800 spp. have been prepared in a



semtrevisionary format; of the former, some 80 pages are already printed in 1,000
copies by the Berhampur University, Ganjam, Orissa. When printed, these volumes will
give a tramendous boost tstudies and research on the flora of the state.

(v) Botanical editor of the Flora of the USSR (English Translation)

Dr Panigrahi has acted as the Botanical Editor of the Flora of USSR Vol. 25 (1990), Vols.
22 and 30 (1994), and Vol. 26 (1995) translatéd English from the Russian text by

M/S Doon Scientific Co. Dehra Dun. The botanical editing takes critical note of the
nomenclatural problems in the original text arkeditorial Notesare interspersed in the

body of the text in the light of the ICBN988, 1994), often to the chagrin of the

European reviewers. Dr Panigrahi has propd3aticaria pulicariu¢Scop.) Panigr.,

comb. nov. to replac®. prostrata(Gilib.) Ascherson, nom. Invalid; and in 1995,
Endocellion GmelifDC) Panigr., comb. nov. afidpleuspermum grandiflorurfHook.)
Panigr., comb. Nov., are established.

(vi)Amendments to the entries in ICBN, Appendix Il A, XIV. (1988, TB83)gh his
Proposals, 33 in number publishedTliaxonbetween 1975 and 1987, Dr Panigrahi has
highlightedmany inaccuracies in nomenclature of several taxa dealt earlier by scientists
from 'developed countries', and on the basis of his Proposals approved by the
Committee for Spermatophyta/General Committee, LAdgjainst the entries
DesmodiunDesf., nom. congsronalour. (1790) has been added as nom. rej. (vide item
3807);PlasoAdans. (1763) is treated as a homotypic synonyugaRoxb. ex Willd.
(1802), nom. cons (item no. 3876); type specieEmtbdaAdans. nom. cons. changed
and GigalobiumP. Brownenom. rej., lectotypified (item 3468); to maintain the current
use ofLipocarpheR. Brown, nom. conddypaelyptumvahl is lectotypified biA.

filiformis Vahl (item no. 452); type species@beronialindley, nom. cons. is changed
(item 1558), as also @danthe R.Br., nom. cons. (item no. 1631); adigptageGaertn.,
nom. illeg. is conserved and added to ICBN (vide no. 4208).

His proposal to treaChristellaLev. (1915) as confusable withistellaPat. (1887) called

for a decision of the General CommittddPT, asot confusable and the example was
entered in Art. 64.3, Ex. 10 ICBN 1988 as a suitable example for guidance (cf Taxon 35:
551. 1986).

Ecosystems, Biodiversity, Conservation, Green Revolution, Economic
Botany/Ethnobotany

He has participatechiseveral international/national symposia on these topics at
Cambridge, Kew, Berlin, Calcutta, Vidslearati and Bhubaneswar, and has published a
number of papers. The last two papers: (1) 'Management of ecosystased of
education for conservation ofi@liversity' delivered at Bhubaneswar in February, 1994,
in a UG&ponsored symposium runs to seven printed pages and forms the very first
paper of Chapter 1 of a book being published by the UGC. (ii) His keynote address
entitled 'Economic Botany excluditige medicinal plants' delivered in the 8th Biennial



Botanical Conference of the Botanical Society of Bangladesh, Dhaka, in December 1994,
is an erudite exposition of several aspects, and is being published during 1995.

Organisational activities

As theDeputy Director (Speck-Charge of reorganisation) he reorganised the Central
National Herbarium (CAL) immediately on his return from Kew in January 1976, on
modern lines re-arranging 1.25 million specimens in a geographical sequence, as at
Kew (K)and thus firmly laid the foundation (infrstructural in nature) essential for
critical/revisionary/phytogeographical studies on the flora of India.

He is the founder of the Computelata Bank Unit in the Botanical Survey of India, and
has initiated workinvolving the preparation of th&ype Specimens Registérindian
plant taxa.

Personal titbits

(i) He was born in the village Baikunthapur, P.S. Basudebpur, Dist. Bhadrak, Orissa, of
humble parents, on 27 February, 1924. Health hazards of old age natess
transplantation of a permanent pacemeker in April 1996.

(i) His first wife, late, Shantilata Panigrahi (nee, Sabat), a mother of four surviving
children (two sons and two daughters), was an accomplished amateur dancer in
KathakahOdissi systemsfalancing, and was a Government of Orissa scholar at
Shantiniketan before she was married off in June, 1948 but left or her heavenly abode in
1963.

(iif) His second wife, late Sarojini G. Panigrahi (nee, Tara Waman Kelkar of Pune)
obtained her M.Phil dege from Reading University, UK, on the basis of her thesis on
the Biosystematics of four genera of thgthraceae of her 11 papers, the one

published in theBotanical Journ. Linn. Soc., Lond®® (4): 383403 in December, 1986,
evoked worldwide attention. She was also a poetess in Marathi literature. She left him
as a widower at the age of 70.

(iv) His son, Dr. Shantanu Panigrahi, B.Sc. (London), Ph.D. (Reading), P.G. Dipl. in Agric.
Develop. (London) is a poultry scientist.

(v) His daughter, Dr. (ShtMeera Panigrahi, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D. (Utkal) is a Senior
Lecturer in English Literature under the Government of Orissa.

(vi) His second daughter, Smt. Soumya Panda, who $twstdClass Firgt B.A. (English
Hons.) in 1993 in Utkal University, ikeacher in an Engliskledium school,
Bhubaneswar.



(vii) His first son, Devananda, who spent four years in London between 1973 and 1976,
has been less successful, but acted as his prop until he passed away in 23 December
2004.

Dr. Panigrahi was bent upgromoting excellence in academics music, dance,
professional education and researchnd donated about Rs 1 lakh through the Rotary
Club, Bhadrak, Berhampur/Utkal universities, Orissa Botanical Society, and Maharashtra
Mandal, Calcutta, and B.J. Medi College, Pune, Maharashtra, to promote

competitions amongst alumni/alumna of various institutions, for rural development
programmes, for enriching the Library of the village High School complex; he has also
donated land in his village, and is contrilmg requisite funds to build a Nursery School

in his village on the land donated.

Dr Panigrahi instituted a Trust Fund in the State Bank of India, Calcutta, of Rs 1 lakh; SBI
will distribute 50% of the holding to each of the Rotary Club, Bhadrak, aradl Utk

University, on the termination of the Trust for which it is established, for taking up
philanthropic activities in his village complex and for the promotion of research in
Biosystematics/taxonomy, respectively.

Awards
() In view of the foregoing, Raty Club, Bhadrakh, felicitated him on 3 September
1994, as thedighest Donoto the Club for philanthropic activities.

(ii) Indian Botanical Society (IBS), founded in 1920, awarded him on 21st October 1994,
the Panchanan Maheshwari Gold Medat his researches in diverse fields of Botanical
Science.

The IBS also felicatated him on his attaining 70 years of age at Chandigarh on 21st
October 1994 and in instituting a Commemoration Lecture Series known as Dr Gopinath
Panigrahi Lectures to be delivered digtinguished botanists of India, on invitation,

from time to time.

(iif) Members of the Botanists Association, Ravenshaw College, Cuttack, felicitated him

on 25 Feburary 1996 and presented him a felicitation address couched in affectionate
glowing terms
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